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Our Savior  
Lutheran Church 
745 Front Street S. 
Issaquah, WA 
 

Sunday Worship 
10:00 a.m. 
Adult Education 
& Sunday School 
8:45 a.m. 

 

Be a community that fearlessly follows Jesus to love God’s people. 

From the Desk of the Council President 
The following is the Council President’s Annual Report reflecting on this past 
program year, 2018-2019. 

What is the legacy of OSLC? Someone asked me recently what it would look 
like if a church knew well in advance when it was going to close. What would 
they want to accomplish if they knew they only had five or ten years left? At 
first, I thought this was an interesting rhetorical question. Then I looked at 
our attendance for this year compared to last year. Average attendance is 
down 20% from the same period in 2018. If it continues at that same rate, at-
tendance in 2025 will be down to about a quarter of what it was in 2018.  

If we were to close today, what would our legacy be? These are some things I 
see: 

•We have a culture issue we are refusing to address. We have a reputation 
for being unwelcoming. Visitors come and go without anyone speaking to 
them. Families are not comfortable bringing their young children to wor-
ship. I wrote about this in the newsletter a few months ago and someone 
whose children are grown told me she didn’t bring her kids to church for 
that reason. Is it really a surprise those grown children are not attending 
church today? 

•We do not listen to each other. I was asked to be on the call committee 
four years ago to give the perspective of a young family. I have been talk-
ing about what I want out of a church community for me and my family 
since, and I hear no more understanding today than I did then. 

•Bad behavior is tolerated and excused. I have heard such things as, “Why 
would I talk to someone I don’t know?” Earlier this year a group was 
greeting each other quietly when they were told, “You’re disturbing the 
reflective silence!” People are told, “that’s just the way so-and-so is.” 

Continued on page 2 
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From the Desk of the  
Council President 
Continued from page 1 

 

•Ministries are dying off due to lack of involvement. This in itself is natural - nothing 
continues forever. But what ministries are beginning to take their place? 

We defined our vision in 2016: To be a community that fearlessly follows Jesus to love 
God’s people. Did we mean it? If we did, and what I outlined above doesn’t sit comforta-
bly, this is what we need to do: 

•Learn to engage in healthy conflict. Call out bad behavior when you see it. If you 
aren’t able to address it as it happens, do it as soon after as possible. Pull the person to 
the side or call them and say, “Hey, I’m not sure if you realize, but this is how what 
you said came across. Is that really what you meant?” 

•Listen to each other. What has worked in the past doesn’t always work today. I have 
heard a number of different things people in my demographic are supposedly looking 
for, like a youth director or a praise band. None of them are high priorities for me. I 
want a community that embraces and supports my family and values what we have to 
offer. 

•Get outside of our comfort zone and welcome everybody. I’ve heard OSLC is very 
welcoming to seniors and those approaching retirement. That has not been the experi-
ence for me or many of the other families I’ve talked to. If you see someone you don’t 
know, introduce yourself. Welcome them to 
OSLC. Invite them in to Anderson Hall for coffee. 
Introduce them to someone else. Every time. 

•Establish, grow, and support new ministries. 
The OSLC Mission Endowment Fund exists to 
provide funds to try new ministries. To my 
knowledge, it hasn’t yet received any requests for 
funds. Get involved in something. If there isn’t 
something you are interested in, get a few people 
and start something. 

This won’t be easy. It will take every single person to 
work at it. It’s up to you to decide: Is OSLC worth it?  

In Peace, 
Manda Schoen 
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Join us on Sunday, June 9th! 

Please join us as we celebrate the end of the program year, and review our 
plans together for next year. The worship service will include: 

Music Festival Sunday 

OSLC High School Graduate Recognition 

OSLC Sunday School & Youth Teacher Appreciation 

Followed by:  

OSLC’s Annual Congregational Meeting 

Following the service on Sunday, June 9th, join us in Anderson Hall at 
11:00 am as we exercise our democratic process to set the course for next 
year. On the agenda: OSLC’s 2019-2020 Mission & Ministry Budget. All 
active members should attend this meeting. Friends and visitors are in-
vited and encouraged to participate (but may not vote). Copies of the 
proposed budget are provided in the narthex. 

 
 

Congratulations 
to OSLC’s  

2019 
High School Graduates! 

 

Marshall Inman 
Garrett Steffen 
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Do you know of someone who may be home-
bound, in senior care, or otherwise would like a 
visit from our Visitation Ministry and is not cur-
rently receiving visits? If so, please pass their 
name along to Kate Gagnon, OSLC’s Lay Visita-
tion Minister at kjgagnon@yahoo.com, or 425-
200-0481. 

Annual Report 
to the 

Congregation 
 

Be on the look out for the OSLC Annual Report in 
your email early this month. The OSLC Annual Re-
port is a summary of the work of the congregation in 
our lives, our community, and the world beyond over 
the past program year. The church council, commit-
tee members and staff have worked together to pre-
pare the report for the congregation, and for the pur-
poses of maintaining a church history of activities. 
 

Paper copies of the report will be available in the narthex or by contacting the church 
office.  

The report includes the activities of the: 

Council President 
Church Staff 

Building & Grounds Committee 
Finance Committee 
Global Missions Committee 
 

 
 

July 2018—June 2019 
 

Annual Report 
to the 

Congregation 

 
Our Savior Lutheran Church 

745 Front Street South 
Issaquah, Washington 

 

Community Outreach Committee 
Christian Education Committee 
Youth Committee 
Mission Endowment Fund Committee 
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2019 First Sunday Community Gift Calendar 
 

The first Sunday of each month the congregation is invited to donate a needed 
item at the Issaquah Food & Clothing Bank. On June 2nd please bring hearty 
soups. Place your donation on the table in the narthex. The Social Concerns Com-
mittee will deliver all donations to the Food Bank. 

June 2 Hearty Soups 

July 7 Canned Chicken 

August 4 Backpacks 

September 1 Spaghetti Sauce & Pasta 

The Social Concerns Committee has changed the Com-

mittee name to the Community Outreach Committee to 
better reflect what the Committee does.  The scope of the 
Committee is addressing needs within the Church Com-
munity and within The Community at large.  We support 
church members in need of assistance and organizations 
in the community like Issaquah Food Bank, Passage 
Point, Vine Maple Place, Eastside Baby Corner, Issaquah 
Schools Foundation, Issaquah Meals Program and Is-
saquah Community Services.  Look for our new name in 
the future! 
 
The Issaquah Meals Program is looking for a group of 

people (4-5 over the age of 15) to cook and serve dinner one night every other month.  
OSLC already participates one night per month so this is in addition to our current partic-
ipation.  Please let Cheryl Leiter or Connie Fletcher know if you are able to get a group 
together to serve.  The Issaquah Meals Program was very thankful for the monetary dona-
tion OSLC made in April! 
 
This month the Committee met with Pastor Don Burnett and a resident, Paula, from Pas-
sage Point. We were informed of ways we could support Passage Point.  The Committee 
is discerning ways that our congregation’s time and talent can be of support to Passage 
Point in the future.  We will keep you posted.  FYI - New info has been posted on Passage 
Point on our bulletin board in Anderson Hall. 
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Our Savior Lutheran 

& 
 Saint Andrew’s  

Lutheran Church 
Present: 

 
Vacation Bible School: 

Splash! Water & the Word of God 
 

July 15—19, 2018 
9:00 AM—12:00 PM 

at St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church 
2650 148th Ave. SE, Bellevue 

425-746-2529 
 

Vacation Bible School (VBS) programs for: 
children 4-years-old through kids entering 7th grade: 

4-year-olds: birth dates between 9/1/2014 and 8/31/2015 

Students entering 5th, 6th, and 7th grade will be participate in camp at                     
St. Andrew’s, as well as take field trips to various places in the area (transportation pro-
vided). 

Cost:     Before June 30th  After June 30th 
4-year-olds to 4th Grade  $25    $40 
Camp (5th-7th Grade)  $35    $60 
Family maximum   $70    $100 
Financial assistance is available upon request. 
 

Complete a VBS Registration form in the narthex and return it to the church office with 
payment, or complete the online form at vbs.salchome.org. 

If you are interested in VOLUNTEERING, complete a form on the table in the narthex 
or online at vbs.salchome.org.  

VBS is co-sponsored by Saint Andrew’s and Our Savior Lutheran Churches. 
 

 

Christian Education & Small Group Ministries 
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NW Washington  

Annual Synod Assembly 

Update 
 

On May 19th, the Rev. Shelley Bryan Wee was elected to 
serve a six-year term as bishop of the Northwest Washing-
ton Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA). The election took place during the synod assembly, 
held May 17-19 in Lynnwood, Wash. Thank you Dave Carl-
son, Sue Johnson, and Wendy Winslow for attending the 
NW Washington Synod Assembly on behalf of OSLC. 

Pr. Bryan Wee was elected on the fourth ballot, with 167 
votes. The Rev. Deanna Wildermuth, pastor of Holy Trinity, 
Mercer Island, Wash., received 158 votes. 

Pr. Bryan Wee has served as assistant to the bishop in the Northwest Washington Synod 
since 2017. She was pastor of Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Cheney, Wash., from 2016 to 
2017 and campus pastor at Eastern Washington University in Cheney from 2009 to 2017. 
She served as pastor of Zion Lutheran Church in Spokane from 1999 to 2009. 

The bishop-elect received a Bachelor of Arts from Pacific Lutheran University in Tacoma in 
1988 and a Master of Divinity from Luther Northwestern Theological Seminary (now Lu-
ther Seminary) in 1993. Pacific Lutheran University is one of 27 ELCA colleges and univer-
sities, and Luther is one of seven ELCA seminaries. 

Pr. Bryan Wee will begin her tenure as Bishop effective August 1st, 2019. She will be in-
stalled Nov. 2 at St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral in Seattle. God bless this new ministry 
partnership! 

The Rev. Brian Kirby Unti has served as bishop since 2013 and will retire July 31. 

Information about the Northwest Washington Synod is available at www.lutheransnw.org. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lutheransnw.org/
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Midweek Community Campfires 
Summer 2019 
Wednesday Evenings, July 17th, 24th, and 31st 
6:00 pm 
4405 E. Lake Sammamish Parkway S.E. 
Issaquah, WA  98029 
 

Save the date for OSLC’s Midweek Community Campfires!
There is nothing quite like gathering around a campfire on a 
summer evening. This beloved OSLC tradition on Lake 
Sammamish will continue this summer thanks to the Stew-

ardship Committee! 
 
Bring a dish to share and join members of OSLC for dinner 
and worship. Together, we can celebrate the good gifts of our 

Creator and nurture God’s hope-filled promises in our lives. Summer is a time to celebrate 
and a time to grow. We hope you choose to participate, and we hope you invite others. 

 

OSLC's Book Club  
Barnes & Noble Bookstore, Issaquah 
Monday, July 15th, at 7:30 p.m. 
 
The next gathering for the OSLC Book Club is 
Monday, July 15th, at 7:30 pm at the Issaquah 
Barnes & Noble.  

The club will discuss the book, Crazy Rich 
Asians by Kevin Kwan.  

Crazy Rich Asians is a 2013 novel. Kwan stated that his intention in writing the novel 
was to "introduce a contemporary Asia to a North American audience" He claimed the 
novel was loosely based on his own childhood in Singapore For further information 
about the book club, contact Alice North at AliceNorth85@yahoo.com. 

 

Christian Education & Fellowship 

mailto:AliceNorth85@yahoo.com
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Save the Date for Fellowship & Fun! 
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Small Group Ministries 

Building & Grounds 
 

The Buildings & Grounds Committee partnered with Puget 
Sound Energy to replace every light bulb in the church 
building with energy efficient LED bulbs. They replaced: 

• 165 can lights 
• 120 fluorescent tubes 
• 10 exit sign lights 

Puget Sound Energy provided 
the LED light bulbs and labor at minimal cost. Additional-
ly ,the Building & Grounds Committee replaced the main 
OSLC sign exterior lighting with LED bulbs during that 
time. The new bulbs are anticipated to produce significant 
savings through both lower power bills needs and less 

 

 

 
Powerful giving  

with your smartphone  
 

 
 

 
Apps make life easier. With GivePlus Church, you can use your smartphone to give an-
ytime, anywhere! 

 

 Download the FREE app on your Apple or Android phone 
 Make a one-time or recurring donation using your debit/credit card or checking/

savings account 
 Log in or donate as a guest 
 Securely and conveniently manage donations using Touch ID/Fingerprint, PIN or 

password 
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Youth Group 
4th Grade—High School 
Sundays at 5:00 pm, at OSLC 

Gather with us for food, fun and laugh-
ter. Take a break from your busy school 
week to relax, spend time with friends, 
reflect on issues that are important to 
you, share ideas, and see how the word 
of God comes alive through movies, dis-
cussions, speakers and a variety of activi-
ties. All are welcome! 

Christian Education & Small Group Ministries 

 
Last Day of 

Sunday School 
For Adults & Youth 

Is June 9th 

 
The last day of Sunday School will be Sunday, June 9th. Sunday School will resume in Sep-
tember following the summer break. Thank you to our dedicated Sunday School teachers 
for helping children and youth feel welcome and valued at OSLC. 



12 

 
 

OSLC Library News 
 
An open invitation to all--from new to 
long-time OSLC members: Your church 
library, located across the hall from the 
nursery, invites you to drop in anytime 
and take a look at the great selection of 
books and DVD’s that are available. 

Your OSLC Library has a well-stocked fic-
tion section, and a great assortment of non-fiction subjects from A to Z await. Children’s 
books are located right under the window, early readers (especially helpful with summer 
approaching) are in displays to the right, followed by juvenile books marked with green 
stickers on their spines. DVDs are in a free-standing circular display nearby.   

In the tall shelves you find adult reading; next is the reference material followed by the 
new additions bookcase. Easy to follow check-out information is on top of the new addi-
tions bookcase just inside the door. Be sure to check this one often--new titles are being 
added all the time. We hope you will visit soon and enjoy for yourselves some of the 
wonderful reading you will find in your library! 

Sincerely,  
Sharon Montei and the OSLC Library Committee 

Christian Education & Small Group Ministries 

 

Lutheran Counseling Network is a coalition 
of licensed pastoral counselors. Counselor 
Katherine Mitchell, MA, LMHC, has an of-
fice here at OSLC, downstairs in the north 
hallway. She provides therapy on an ap-
pointment basis. 

You can reach Katherine at: 
425-455-2960 ext. 6 

kmitchell@lutherancounseling.net 
 

Find out more at: Lutherancounseling.net 

 



13 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

The prayer shawl ministry provides knitted or cro-
cheted shawls to those who are hospitalized, sick or just 
need a hug! If you are interested in participating in this 
ministry, or, learning how to knit or crochet, contact 
Wendy Winslow at wendywinslow@hotmail.com. Yarn 
and patterns are available. 

 

 

Small Group Ministries 

 

OSLC Mission Quilters 
 

Join us on Wednesday mornings 9:30 am until 12:00 
noon in Anderson Hall, and assist us making quilts. 
The Mission Quilters make simple patchwork quilts 
that are donated to people in need. 
 

Quilts made by OSLC Mission Quilters are donated 
to Lutheran World Relief, and are then sent all over 
the world, frequently to countries following natural 
disasters such as earthquakes and hurricanes. Quilts 
are also given to OSLC graduating seniors, to Com-
pass Housing Alliance, and our neighbors at the Is-

saquah Nursing & Rehabilitation Center. 
 

Mission Quilters welcomes new members. Don’t know how to sew? No problem! It’s not 

necessary to know how to sew or quilt to participate in this ministry. The group welcomes 
donations of fabric (preferably cotton) and clean used sheets. Donations to help with the 
cost of shipping and to buy supplies are also greatly appreciated. 
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OSLC Mission  

Endowment Fund 

Taking Grant Applications 
 
 
 
 

Our OSLC Mission Endowment Fund is open for applications thanks to support from many 
donors over the last three years. We now have a modest and growing ability to make grants 
with somewhere between $500 and $2000 available for distribution. 

Applications can be submitted at the church website, www.oslcissaquah.org. Use the 
“Missions” tab at the top of the page, and then click on the purple text: OSLC Endowment 
Fund Application Form. Submissions will be considered by the membership of the committee 
which meets quarterly. 

The purpose of the Mission Endowment Fund is to make distributions that enhance the mission 
and ministry of Our Savior Lutheran Church apart from the general operation of the congrega-
tion. We look to support youth programs, scholarships, leadership training, outreach to the 
larger community, and other extraordinary programs/ministry initiatives that further the mis-
sion and ministry of Our Savior Lutheran Church. 

Kind Regards, 
Justin Ulland 
OLSC Mission Endowment Fund President 

 

 

We’re seeking members, friends and groups will-
ing to volunteer as Coffee Hour Hosts. Pick one 
Sunday every other month, or once a quarter. 
Hosts bring some treats, make the coffee, set the 
serving counter, and clean up. It takes less than an 
hour to set up and clean up, and is a lot of fun! 
Coffee and creamer is provided by the kitchen 
committee. 

A sign-up sheet is located in Anderson Hall, next to the kitchen. Questions? 
Help is at hand – we are here to guide you and give practical help. Please con-
tact Chuck Bachman at bachmancj@aol.com, or Marilyn Carlson at 
auntmare@nwlink.com. 

 

Small Group Ministries 

mailto:bachmancj@aol.com
mailto:auntmare@nwlink.com
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Did You Know? 

Community Organizations that use our  

church building for meetings and training 

OSLC In Our Community 
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OSLC’s Plan  

for the Year Ahead 
 

 

    Vision:  
• Be a community that fearlessly follows  

    Jesus to love God’s people  
 

    Values  
• Be accessible  

• Be faithful to God’s word  

• Be responsive to God’s call  

• Be open to and inconvenienced by the Holy Spirit  

• Trusting relations  
 

    Methods  
• Worship based opportunities  

• Service based opportunities  

• Fellowship based opportunities  

• Learning based opportunities  
 

    Obstacles  
• Fear  

• Apathy  

• Budget  

• Church culture  

• Culture of society  

• Geographic location/traffic  
 

    Metrics  
• Push back  

• Enthusiasm  

• End of program year survey  

• How busy the church calendar is  

• New groups and relationships forming  

• Increased interactions among church members  

• How many people take advantage of learning opportunities  
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June Worship Readings 

Sunday, June 2 — Seventh Sunday of Easter 
 First Reading: Acts 16:16-34  
 Second Reading: Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21  
 Gospel: John 17:20-26  

Sunday, June 9 — Day of Pentecost 
 First Reading: Genesis 11:1-9 
 Second Reading: Acts 2:1-21 
 Gospel: John 14:8-17 

Sunday, June 16 — The Holy Trinity 
 First Reading: Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31  
 Second Reading: Romans 5:1-5  
 Gospel: John 16:12-15  

Sunday, June 23 — Second Sunday after Pentecost 
 First Reading: Isaiah 65:1-9  
 Second Reading: Galatians 3:23-29  
 Gospel: Luke 8:26-39  

Sunday, June 30 — Third Sunday after Pentecost 
 First Reading: 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21  
 Second Reading: Galatians 5:1, 13-25  
 Gospel: Luke 9:51-62  
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We remember in prayer... 

We remember in prayer: 
Andy Anderson, Jerry Hanson, Bob Jones. Justin DeRosier, Derek Baugh, Betty Ordaz, Kim-
berly Cumming, Norm & Jean McNutt, Justin DeRosier, Eric Stark, Dorothy & Bernard Jack-
son, Jeremy Griffin; Jim Fosso, Randy Larson, Jeff & Carol Nelson (parents of Jon Nelson),  
Troy Larson, Doug Patur, Dave Carlson, Scott Hafso, Jeanne Kuipers, John Pass, Emily Gacek; 
Steve Gacek; Carol Harbolt; Ray Harbolt; Margot Inman; Duane Jacobson; Marian James; 
Bernice Jensen; Josee Jordan; Florence Kinnune; Jeannie Lindquist; Vern Lindquist; Jerry 
Nack; Dorothy Soland; Randi Strom; Gerald Welch; Gwynn Wilkinson; Louise Yockey; and 
Steve. 
 
We ask for peace and comfort for those mourning the death of loved ones: 
Annie McCracken (Cheryl Neeb); Jeff Hendrickson; George Nowadnick (first OSLC Council 
President); Pauline Ellett, Don Cumming; Louise Howe (cousin of Mark Howe); Carolyn 

Horne (Bill Bergsma), Jean McCall and Don Hatcher (Ray Harbolt); Mike Vidos (husband of 
Jan Setterlund) 
 
We pray for expectant mothers: 
Hannah Ham (daughter of Chuck Bachman & Wendy Winslow); Jacki Marx; Brandi del Rio 

(niece of Shelley Howe); Alyssa Saavedra (Cheryl Neeb). 
 
We pray for members and friends serving in the Military; Fire and Police Department per-
sonnel; Emergency Room personnel. 
 
We prayer for safety and strength to those living in the wake of all disasters, and all who 
serve as first responders. 
 
We pray for our missionaries and global missions: 
Henrik & Patty Christopherson. For the congregations in Chiclayo, Peru: Pepe at Las Brisas, 
Merci in San Antonio and Harold at Las Lomas. MaaSae Girls Lutheran Secondary School in 
Monduli, Tanzania. 
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June 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

6/3 Merrily Gottner 6/18 Barbara Hinds 
 Shannon Small  Connie Fletcher 
6/4 Kelsey Small  Lilly Steffan 
 Tom Gardner 6/19 Jennifer Tolo 
6/5 Sharon Mantei 6/20 Olivia Hanson 
6/8 John Pass 6/22 Cheryl Neeb 
6/9 Jeanette Patterson 6/24 Drew Fletcher 
 Paul Swanson 6/25 Vicki LeFever 
6/10 Cheryl Landers 6/26 Lena Diaz 
 Jeannie Lindquist 6/28 Bob Beck 
6/11 Lorna Robertson  Libby FitzGerald 
6/13 John Diaz  Shari Lundberg 
6/14 Jane Wuest 6/30  Tim FitzGerald 
6/15 Isabel Ulland 
 Linda Baseler 

6/2 Gary & Marilyn Kneepkens 
6/5 Ken DeCamp & Cheryl Leiter 
6/8 Craig & Lisa Gillin 
6/11 Paul & Nilvane Swanson 
6/13 John & Diane Fatland 
 Ron & Sharon Mantei 
6/14 Bruce & Norma Byrkett 
 Michael & Debbie Sladek 
6/17 Ray & Carol Harbolt 
6/18 David & Marilyn Carlson 
6/20 Don & Nancy Cumming 
6/28 Chuck Bachman & Wendy Winslow 
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Our Savior Lutheran Church 
745 Front Street South 
Issaquah, WA 98027 
(425) 392-4169 
 

Stay connected! 
www.oslcissaquah.org 
www.facebook.com/oslcissaquah 
 
All information for the Focus newsletter is due by the 15th of each month, unless not-
ed otherwise. Please email items to office@oslcissaquah.org. 
 

OSLC STAFF DIRECTORY 
 

Rev. Wesley Telyea………….…………...Lead Pastor 
 Ext. 106,                               wes@oslcissaquah.org 
Scott Hafso……….…...Director of Worship & Music 
 Ext. 103                                 bellevuer@gmail.com 
Kate Gagnon……….        …...Lay Visitation Minister 
               360-632-2234                kjgagnon@yahoo.com 
Shari Lundberg …...….………  Parish Administrator 
 Ext. 105                             sharil@oslcissaquah.org 
Dr. Jiyoung Lee………...……………..Parish Organist 
                                                         sally@myuw.net 
Beth Carroll….………….…...…….………Accountant 
                               carrollaccounting@outlook.com 
Katherine Mitchell….Lutheran Counseling Network 
                                                   (425) 455-2960, Ext. 6 


